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TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: EC DISCUSSIONS ON CRISIS MANAGEMENT 
REF: BONN 0682 

NETHERLANDS DELEGATION TOLD US ON JANUARY 24 THAT EC GROUP OF 
CORRESPONDENTS, MEETING IN BONN JANUARY 21-22, HAD CONSIDERED 
AND REJECTED AN ITALIAN PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A STAFF TO ASSIST 
EC PRESIDENCY IN CRISIS MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS. ACCORDING TO 
DUTCH SOURCE, ITALIANS HAD ALSO PROPOSED THAT EC EMBASSIES, 
INCLUDING EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON, ORGANIZE STAFFS FOR USE DURING 
FUTURE CRISES. DUTCH OPINION, WHICH WAS EVIDENTLY SHARED BY 
OTHERS, WAS THAT WELL-OILED MACHINERY FOR CRISIS MANAGEMENT 
ALREADY EXISTED IN NATO AND THAT TO FOLLOW THE ITALIAN SUGGES- 
TION WOULD LEAD TO UNNECESSARY DUPLICATION. DUTCH DELEGATION 
SOURCE POINTED OUT. HOWEVER, THAT THIS DECISION IN NO WAY 
CONTRAVENED THE EC DECISION TO IMPROVE THEIR CRISIS 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES. COMMENT: MISSION WOULD BE GRATEFUL 
FOR ANY OTHER INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH WASHINGTON 
OR ADDRESSEE POSTS MAY HAVE. 
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